2&        FROM   A   COLLEGE   WINDOW
people, to play the right games. I did not
reflect whether it was worth the sacrifice of
personal interest; it was all-important to be in
the swim. Very gradually I discovered that
other people troubled their heads very little about
what one did; that the right people were often
the most tiresome and the most conventional,
and that the only games which were worth play-
ing were the games which one enjoyed. I used
to undergo miseries in staying at uncongenial
houses, in accepting shooting invitations when I
could not shoot, in going to dances because the
people whom I knew were going. Of course
one has plenty of disagreeable duties to perform
in any case ; but I discovered gradually that to
adopt the principle of doing disagreeable things
which were supposed to be amusing and agree-
able was to misunderstand the whole situation.
Now, if I am asked to stay at a tiresome house,
I refuse ; I decline invitations to garden parties
and public dinners and dances, because I know
that they will bore me; and as to games, I
never play them if I can help, because I find
that they do not entertain me. Of course there
are occasions when one is wanted to fill a gap,
and then it is the duty of a Christian and a